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London Borough of Islington

Children's Services Scrutiny Committee - Tuesday, 21 January 2020

Minutes of the meeting of the Children's Services Scrutiny Committee held at Committee 
Room 4, Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD on Tuesday, 21 January 2020 at 7.30 pm.

Present: Councillors:

Co-opted 
Member: 

Cutler (Chair), Woolf (Vice-Chair), Bell-Bradford, 
Graham, Jeapes, Ngongo and Williamson

Claire Ballak, Parent Governor Representative 
(Primary)

Also 
Present:

Councillor Comer-Schwartz, Executive Member for Children, Young 
People and Families 

Councillor Vivien Cutler in the Chair

144 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (ITEM NO. A1) 

Apologies for absence were received from Zaleera Wallace and Mary Clement.

145 DECLARATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS (ITEM NO. A2) 

None. 

146 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (ITEM NO. A3) 

None.

147 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (ITEM NO. A4) 

Cllr Graham asked for it to be recorded that he submitted apologies to the 26th 
November meeting. 

RESOLVED: 

That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 26th November 2019 be 
agreed as a correct record and the Chair be authorised to sign them, subject 
to the above amendment. 

148 CHAIR'S REPORT (ITEM NO. A5) 

The Chair advised that draft recommendations for the review of Equalities in 
Educational Outcomes were being developed and would be submitted to the 
next meeting. 
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149 ITEMS FOR CALL IN (IF ANY) (ITEM NO. A6) 

None. 

150 PUBLIC QUESTIONS (ITEM NO. A7) 

None. 

151 EQUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES - WITNESS EVIDENCE 
AND CONCLUDING DISCUSSION (ITEM NO. B1) 

a) Data Update 

Jeff Cole, Head of School Improvement (Secondary), introduced the data 
update. 

The following main points were noted in the discussion: 

 The number of Black Caribbean pupils had decreased since 2013, 
whereas the number of White UK FSM pupils varied from year to year. 

 Data indicated that, on average, pupils from Black Caribbean and White 
UK FSM groups did not make the same level of progress as their peers. 

 Levels of attainment for English and Maths were below average for 
pupils from Black Caribbean and White UK FSM groups. 

 A member asked if one or two schools had particular issues with 
attainment and progress that would impact on the overall figures. In 
response, it was commented that Islington’s schools did have differing 
levels of attainment, however pupils at lower-attaining schools tended 
to attain lower grades overall. Attainment issues at those schools were 
not limited to specific groups. 

 Underachievement in Maths was an issue that disproportionately 
affected White UK FSM and Black Caribbean pupils. The Committee 
emphasised the need for employment and training pathways for lower 
attaining pupils. Many apprenticeships required a grade 4 or higher in 
GCSE Maths and English; it was important that those who did not 
achieve these grades had routes into quality employment.  

 The Committee noted the difficulty of recruiting and retaining highly 
skilled maths teachers. Mathematics graduates tended to be attracted 
to other professions. 

b) Evidence from Dr Antonina Tereshchenko, UCL Institute of Education

Dr Tereshchenko presented to the Committee on the impact of setting and 
attainment grouping in schools. 

 Dr Tereshchenko considered that attainment grouping in schools 
entrenched social inequalities. 
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 Dr Tereshchenko summarised the different methods of ability grouping 
used across primary and secondary schools. These resulted in differing 
levels of segregation between higher and lower attaining pupils. 

 Not all schools used setting for all subjects, however all secondary 
schools in England used setting for mathematics. Half of all primary 
schools had introduced setting for Year 5 and 6 pupils. 

 The socio-economic background of pupils was closely linked to levels of 
attainment and BAME pupils were over-represented in lower sets.  

 Research had found that pupils were misallocated to sets, with working-
class and BAME pupils more likely to be allocated to lower sets, and 
White students more likely to be allocated to top sets, regardless of 
their academic ability. 

 Lower sets were more likely to be placed with less qualified teachers. 
This could result in a lower quality education. 

 Schools had lower expectations for pupils in lower sets. Pupils were not 
challenged to attain higher grades and may be entered for foundation 
tier exams where it is not possible to attain the highest grades. 

 Pupils in the lowest sets reported lower levels of self-confidence than 
their peers in higher sets. It was suggested that placement in a lower 
set could be a self-fulfilling prophecy, rather than an accurate reflection 
of academic ability. 

 The setting practices of schools often lacked flexibility; pupils were not 
able to move between sets.

 It was explained that classroom sizes were limited and therefore when 
pupils of a similar ability were not able to be contained within a single 
class, or when pupil attainment was borderline between a higher and 
lower set, schools had to make a decision on which pupils should be in 
each set. Dr Tereshchenko’s research found that this process could lead 
to the misallocation of pupils to sets.

 Dr Tereshchenko‘s study had evaluated the setting of pupils in KS3 
against their Year 6 SATs scores. This found that Black students were 
2.5 times more likely to be misallocated to a lower set, and girls were 
more likely than boys to be misallocated to a lower set in mathematics. 

 UCL researchers had asked pupils about their experiences of setting 
and their views on their teachers. Young people perceived differences 
between the teaching styles of different sets, commenting that higher 
sets had higher behavioural standards and there was respect between 
pupils and teachers, whereas lower sets were taught at a slower pace, 
rules were relaxed, and there was an element of “spoon feeding” pupils 
information. 

 Researchers had evaluated the reported self-confidence of pupils at the 
start of Year 7 and how this developed over time. It was found that 
pupils in higher sets increased in self-confidence by the end of Year 8, 
whereas the self-confidence of pupils in lower sets decreased. Pupils in 
lower sets were more likely to be nervous, anxious and disengaged 
from education. 

 Some pupils had expressed frustration with the lack of flexibility in 
setting. Some had been promised that they could move up a set if they 
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achieved high levels of attainment, however in reality this did not 
happen often. 

 There was evidence that the attainment of pupils decreases after they 
are placed in a lower set. 

 The demographic differences between sets, and the inflexibility of 
setting practices, contributed to social segregation within schools. 

 UCL did not advocate ending setting and moving to mixed-attainment 
grouping as there was a lack of evidence on the impact of this. 
However, it was important for teachers to be aware of the impact of 
setting, and work to minimise or mitigate this. Flexibility in setting 
practices partially helped to address these concerns.  

 It was noted that young people at the Upward Bound project had 
expressed frustration with setting, commenting that it depressed 
aspiration and separated off already-underachieving students leaving 
them to fall even further behind. Some young people in lower sets had 
expressed that they felt “written off”.

 The Committee asked why setting had become so entrenched in 
schools. In response, it was advised that schools saw this as a 
beneficial way to teach pupils and order their timetable. 

 It was suggested that some teachers were resistant to ending or 
minimising setting, commenting that it would result in additional work 
at a time when they are already significantly overworked. There was 
also a concern at the reaction of parents, who were thought to strongly 
support setting. 

 It was suggested that newly qualified teachers should not be placed 
with lower sets, as the students would benefit most from a more 
experienced teacher. 

 The Committee noted the link between lower sets and behaviour issues. 
Through national research teachers had reported instances of fights in 
lower sets. 

 A member suggested that pupils could be set anonymously to mitigate 
against unconscious bias.

 A member suggested that cuts to school funding and the introduction of 
the new national curriculum had contributed to inequalities. In the 
2000s schools had additional resources to put into lower sets, however 
since 2010 there had been a stronger focus on setting and zero 
tolerance behaviour policies. 

 Officers commented that many parents were supportive of setting as it 
was seen as a common sense approach. 

 Officers advised that primary schools in Islington set pupils for English, 
however it was noted that the most experienced teachers tended to be 
placed with the least able sets. Islington Council encouraged schools to 
invest in professional development to increase the skills of teaching 
staff. Pupils were also expected to move up a phonics set every six 
weeks. The progress of young people was constantly monitored.

 Officers emphasised that young people with behavioural issues may 
have experienced trauma. Islington’s trauma-informed approaches 
sought to equip teachers with the skills to support young people with 
behavioural issues.
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The Committee thanked Dr Tereshchenko for her attendance. 

c) Further evidence relevant to the review

The Chair advised that members had visited a number of education settings 
and the information received during the visits would feed in to the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

The Committee considered the Best Practice Charter for Engaging 
Parents/Carers, Children and Communities, developed with the Equalities 
Reference Group. The Charter came with a self-evaluation toolkit which 
allowed schools to evaluate their progress. This was suitable for both primary 
and secondary schools and early years settings. 

The Committee commented on the difficulty of engaging parents who may 
work multiple jobs and not be available to attend school meetings. In 
response, it was advised that schools should recognise the needs of all parents 
and carers and find a way to communicate with them effectively. Officers 
commented that it was important for schools to hold events for parents and 
families that were relevant to their interests.  

d) Concluding Discussion 

Committee members were asked to send their suggestions for possible 
conclusions and recommendations to the Chair and Vice-Chair for 
consideration. 

152 QUARTERLY REVIEW OF CHILDREN'S SERVICES PERFORMANCE (Q2 
2019/20) (ITEM NO. B2) 

Laura Eden, Director of Youth and Communities, introduced the quarterly 
performance report. 

The following main points were noted in the discussion: 

 The Committee queried why some indicators that had minimal change 
were rated “yellow” whereas others showing a slight improvement were 
rated “green”. Officers advised that this would be reviewed for the next 
report. 

 The Committee noted that the number of young people missing from 
care had increased. Officers advised that this was being monitored 
closely. 

 The Committee expressed concern that re-referrals to Children’s Social 
Care had slightly increased. Officers noted that this was particularly 
problematic when there was only a short time between re-referrals, as 
it indicated that previous interventions had not been effective. 
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 The Committee welcomed that some progress had been made to 
improve the placement stability of young people in care. 

 The Committee requested that teenage pregnancy figures be included 
in future quarterly reports. 



RESOLVED: 

That performance in Quarter 2 of 2019/20 be noted. 

153 WORK PROGRAMME (ITEM NO. B3) 

Noted. 

MEETING CLOSED AT 9.05 pm

Chair
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Report of:  Corporate Director - People’s Directorate

Meeting of: Date: Ward(s):

Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee 10th February 2020 All

Delete as appropriate Exempt Non-exempt

SUBJECT: Update on Scrutiny Review of Post 16 Education, 
Employment and Training

1. Synopsis

1.1 This report provides a further update on the Children’s Services scrutiny which reviewed Post 
16 Education, Employment and Training (June 2017). The committee proposed 16 
recommendations. 

1.2 The aim of the original scrutiny was to:

 To explore how to sustain improvements and continue to increase the number of young 
people progressing to, and in, post 16 education, employment and training; and

 To suggest ways to prevent young people becoming not in education, employment or 
training (NEET) in the first place.

2. Recommendations

That the Committee notes the update to the Post 16 Scrutiny review.

3. Background 

The following recommendations were made in the original Post 16 Scrutiny Review:  

1. That the Progress and iWork teams be integrated further to develop a more coherent and 
efficient employment and progression support service.  
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2. That Children’s Services review how the council’s employment and progression support 
services could be further integrated with both targeted and universal youth services, to 
improve the accessibility of the Progress Team and to provide more holistic support to 
those in need.  

3. That the council provide an induction session and supporting resources for teachers and 
others working with young people. This should be primarily targeted at those working with 
14 – 18 year olds and professionals with careers/pastoral responsibilities. The induction and 
resources should focus on the specific issues faced by young people in Islington and seek to 
bridge knowledge gaps, such as the range of vocational opportunities available and how 
best to support young people into them.  

4. That the council work to increase the sustainability of employability and progression support 
activities; for example, by supporting schools in developing their own high-quality support 
to those seeking vocational pathways, and by reviewing how voluntary and community 
sector groups which contribute to young people’s employability are supported. 

5. That the council provide tailored advice and support to families whose benefits eligibility 
may be affected by their child’s employment. This must be handled sensitively and should 
not discourage young people from seeking employment. 

6. That the council explore how a greater number and range of traineeship opportunities can 
be provided and brokered to develop the skills of young people who are not yet ready to 
apply for an apprenticeship.
 

7. Secondary schools and colleges should make use of alumni groups to support their careers 
education offer. This should help young people to access professional networks and sector 
specific knowledge, and may identify role models for young people. 

8. That the ‘gold standard’ for careers education in Alternative Provision and New River 
College be reviewed and developed further. This should include high-impact employer-led 
sessions focusing on ambitions and work readiness. It would be appropriate for these to be 
provided by local businesses which offer apprenticeships.    

9. That Children’s Services undertake a strategic review of the quality, range and accessibility 
of vocational pathways to determine if there are appropriate pathways available to young 
people. The findings of this review should be completed by July 2018 and the conclusions 
reported to the Children’s Services Scrutiny Committee.

10.That the profile of the council’s progression and employment services be raised with school 
leaders to ensure that the council has access to data on the pupils who may not attain the 
required grades, and those who have not attained their expected grades on results day. 
This should include the pupil’s name, contact details, expected and actual grades, 
information on their ambitions, and any other relevant information. This will ensure that 
young people NEET receive appropriate support as soon as possible. 

11.That further work be undertaken to raise awareness of the council’s progression and 
employment services to young people and the wider public. This should include assemblies 
or workshops, as well as follow up advertising in public spaces, publications such as 
‘Islington Life’, social media, and relevant publications produced by partner organisations. 
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12.That further work be carried out to publicise the successes of those who have completed 
apprenticeships. This should raise the profile of apprenticeships and provide role models to 
young people.

13.That a single access route to the employability support services offered by the council and 
its partner organisations be established and publicised. 

14.That the council continue to develop cross-London working relationships to share best 
practice with other boroughs. This should support Islington pupils in accessing a wide range 
of opportunities and developing sector-specific knowledge of the opportunities available. 

15.Each secondary school and college should nominate one of their governors to oversee their 
careers education offer. The council should engage with those governors to support them in 
this role. This could include providing them with information, such as destinations data for 
their former pupils, including those who were referred to alternative provision.   

16.Actions arising as a result of this review should be developed in partnership with young 
people to ensure that the council’s employment and progression support services meet their 
needs effectively. 

Following the review, the Progress Team moved into the iWork employment service, within the 
Employment, Skills and Culture division, in January 2018. This has enabled a more integrated 
support offer for NEET young people aged 16 and 17, with access to pre-employment and 
employment opportunities such as traineeship and apprenticeship programmes brokered 
through council employer relationships. 

4. Implications 

Update on progress towards the recommendations made from scrutiny

For the purpose of this report, updates against the recommendations have been grouped into 
the following categories:

1. Working with schools to improve the careers education offer.
2. Supporting 16-25 year olds into Education, Employment and Training.

4.1 Working with schools to improve the careers education offer
It is the responsibility of all secondary schools to provide their students with Careers 
Information, Advice and Guidance. It was reported in the initial Post 16 Scrutiny Review that 
this provision was inconsistent across Islington schools. In 2017 the council created a schools’ 
Careers Network to develop opportunities to share good practice, and this network continues 
to engage all secondary schools with CPD sessions in support of employment and careers 
activities. 
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4.2 100 hours World of Work initiative
The council has committed to ensuring that all young people in Islington benefit from 100 
hours’ experience of the World of Work by age 16. This builds upon the work that has been in 
action since the recommendations of the Employment Commission in 2014 to develop a high 
quality careers offer in schools that is industry led, in order to create change for the next 
generation. The programme is designed to engage children and young people from the early 
stages of primary school through to secondary school, to prepare for their future careers and 
gain an understanding of the breadth of career options that are available locally.

Key progress includes an increased offer of support from local employers across a range of 
industry sectors, with a particular focus on offers for primary schools where current support is 
less well developed. Several successful pilot activities with primary schools have helped to 
establish formats that can be replicated across a larger number of schools, including ‘careers 
carousel’ events that engage children with hands-on career activities, led by a variety of 
employers.
 
To ensure meaningful primary school engagement, the World of Work team are meeting with 
primary head teachers, and identifying both enrichment lead teachers and governors within 
schools. Nine enrichment governors have committed to date, with work underway to 
encourage others through the school governors network. 

Secondary school engagement is positive, with all mainstream secondary schools having taken 
up activities, in addition to Samuel Rhodes Special School, The Courtyard and New River 
College PRU. These activities include STEM Career Champions Workshops, Professional 
Conversations CV building, Meet the Professionals speed networking, Careers Fairs and work 
experience.

A special event to mark the 100 hours World of Work programme will be held on 21st January 
2020 at the Institute of Physics. The aim of the event is to recruit schools not already involved, 
recruit more employers from priority sectors, celebrate the good work already happening and 
to highlight the benefits of the programme to all parties involved.

A key aspect of the programme is to ensure that activities engage those young people who 
would benefit the most. Bespoke offers are being developed with council services working with 
vulnerable young people, including Youth Offending Service and Virtual College, as well as 
Alternative Provision providers. 

The table below shows the delivery of activities in schools between April 2018 – November 
2019:
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School Activities Pupil Experiences 
Arts and Media Islington 6 962
Central Foundation Boys School 9 840
COLA Highgate Hill 9 489
COLA Highbury Grove 1 120
COLA-I 2 165

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 7 860
Highbury Fields School 20 1890
Beacon High 11 1191
New River College 6 118
Samuel Rhodes School 16 154

St Aloysius 18 1075

St Mary Magdalene Academy 6 1170
The Courtyard 1 20

Total 112 9054

Sector No. businesses
Apprenticeship support 1
Construction & Engineering 4
Creative 9
Financial and Professional 2
Health & Social Care 4
Higher Education 1
Hospitality 1
Media and journalism 1
Public Services 2
Retail 1
Sports, leisure, travel 1
STEM 9
Tech/Digital 2
Employability 3

4.3 Careers provision within New River College (Pupil Referral Unit) and Alternative 
Provision

The original Post 16 Scrutiny report examined the provision of careers support within the PRU 
and Alternative Provision. 

Utilising the Richard Reeves funding for careers education, New River College is making good 
progress following an initial self-assessment process that identifies strengths and gaps in 
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provision. They are expecting to go through their first assessment in January 2020 and hope to 
achieve the full award within a 2 -year period.

New River College has had particularly high levels of engagement with the World of Work. 18 
activity bookings between September to December 2019 alone will complement the support 
provided through employer relationships held directly by the PRU.  In 2018-19 academic year 
the council brokered a number of high quality career activities, including a series of workshops 
with Ted Baker that have led to a programme of sustained support from the business. 

All careers activities are supported by one to one guidance from an allocated iWork Progress 
Adviser based within NRC, to help students understand the skills they are developing and how 
the careers week is developing their career plans.

The numbers of young people in Alternative Provision has reduced due to changes brought in 
by DfE. The Local Authority works closely with schools and New River College to provide 
guidance and transition support to young people in Year 11 in Alternative Provision. It is 
recognised that many of the young people in Alternative Provision miss out on careers related 
activities, work experience and work related learning activities. This group is therefore a 
priority for the 100 hours World of Work programme, and the council will be utilising Section 
106 funding to pilot an employability and work experience programme for this cohort. This 
programme will be delivered in the Spring and Summer terms in 2020.

4.4 Supporting 16-25 year olds into education, employment and training

Supporting Post-16 progression
The Progress Team has a specific remit to work with vulnerable groups in a range of settings: 

 Pre-16 support with young people in Year 11 within Alternative provision, New River 
College (Pupil referral unit) and the Youth Offending Service. Young people who are 
identified as being ‘at risk’ of becoming NEET from mainstream schools.

 Post 16 support for young people who are NEET, young offenders, leaving/in care and 
for young people with a range of complex issues.

 The Progress Team also has a statutory duty to follow up on all Islington residents in 
Years 12/13 ensuring they are in education, employment and training (EET) and 
providing tailored interventions to those that are not engaged in EET activities.

Our progress advisers provide one to one impartial careers guidance, advice on education, 
employment and training pathways, transition and bespoke support to reengage young people 
into positive activities.

The Progress Team also works closely with mainstream schools providing support to young 
people at risk, attending GCSE results day and completing a major piece of work to follow up 
on all Year 11 students. Provision of data throughout the year supports this activity as the local 
authority is notified of young peoples intended destination at the end of year 11 and whether 
they have a September Guarantee offer. The current NEET cohort remains low at less than 
1.89% (December 2019) and the focus remains in ensuring the destination of all 16 and 17 
years olds is maintained as part of the local authority’s statutory duty.
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4.5 Employment outcomes for 18-25 year olds

The council has a corporate performance indicator for the number of 18-25 year olds 
supported into employment. In 2018-19 the council working with local partners, achieved 391 
outcomes against a target of 360, which is the highest figure since the current monitoring 
system was introduced.  
The following table shows the organisations and services in Islington that contributed the 
greatest numbers of employment outcomes for young people in 2018-19:

Organisation Council / External / 
Commissioned / Grant funded

Employment 
outcomes

iWork Council 91
Spear External 53

Love London Working External 40
Arsenal in the Community External / commissioned for some 

services
40

Independent Futures (Care 
Leavers)

Council 31

Muslim Welfare House Grant funded 22

Highbury Roundhouse Grant funded 12

Highbury Vale Blackstock 
Trust (Elizabeth House)

Grant funded 11

The Pilion Trust Grant funded 11

All Change Grant funded 10

KX Recruit External 8

ACL Council 6

Islington Somali Community Grant funded 5

Jubba Grant funded 5
Isledon Commissioned 5

This year council services and partners aim to support at least 396 young people aged 18-25 
into employment this year. At the end of Q2 we had 189 outcomes against a profiled target of 
178, and this represents an improvement on the same period last year. 

A series of employability events under the banner of ‘Aspire’ engaged 200 young people over 
the course of 2018 and 2019, of whom 45 subsequently progressed into employment, 
education or training. These include roles with local employers across a variety of sectors, such 
as Junior Engineer, Studio Assistants, Project Control apprentices and Pharmacy apprentices. 
Events have included a focus on particular sectors, such as ‘Hidden jobs in the creative 
production sector’ with Brewery Road businesses. Events have also been devised for specific 
cohorts of young people, with a well-attended event aimed at care leavers hosted at the Sobell 
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Centre. Apprenticeship awareness sessions have also been delivered to groups of parents and 
carers, in venues such as Muslim Welfare House. 

Increasingly, our work in engaging NEET young people through these activities is delivered in 
youth and community settings which our target groups are frequently accessing, we are 
increasingly taking a more  localised approach to outreach and engagement. For example, a 
series of outreach employability sessions at the Andover Centre in Finsbury Park engaged ‘hard 
to reach’ young people through collaborative working with the Targeted Youth Service, with 
nine young residents moving into education, employment and training over 2018-19. 

Partnership work with Jubba Youth and Community Association and the council’s New Build 
team has enabled us to successfully progress a young person from a BAME background into a 
Higher Level 4 Trainee Site Manager Apprenticeship with a local construction contractor. The 
young person has become a role model and ambassador for his community, and a connector 
between his employer and local residents. In September 2019 the young person was awarded 
‘Supply Chain Apprentice of The Year 2019’ at the London Councils Apprenticeship Awards and 
has subsequently featured in apprenticeship campaigns and Islington Life. A number of his 
peers have also been introduced to the iWork service and placed into work as a result. 

4.6

4.7

Supporting young people involved with the Youth Offending Service

Further collaboration between iWork and the Youth Offending Service has seen an Education 
and Employment offer established. iWork has increased its focus on this priority group, with a 
dedicated Progress Adviser supporting young people in statutory education and an employment 
coach to support other training and employment pathways. 

Section 106 funding has been allocated to support the Education and Employment Offer within 
the YOS. This funding has enabled the team to pilot an employment pathways programme, 
which is an incentivised menu of paid work experience and other opportunities. One example 
of success was a young person who had been NEET for over one year who engaged with the 
programme and received a bursary to undertake a 12 week traineeship with GLL Leisure. Close 
working between the employer, YOS and iWork saw the young person successfully complete 
the traineeship and secure ongoing paid employment with GLL as a sports coach. 

The scale of this programme will be extended through the growth funding bid detailed below, 
to increase the number of young people and employers engaged.

Post 16 Looked-After Children and Care Leavers Education, Employment and 
Training

Many Islington care experienced young people achieve successful education and employment 
outcomes and are well supported by their Personal Adviser or Social Worker, the Virtual School 
and College and their carers.Islington has 44 care experienced young people studying in Higher 
Education, which reflects the positive work staff do with children and young people to develop 
their aspirations and promote good outcomes. In addition,the percentage of year 12 and year 
13 young people who are in education, employment or training has improved from 69% to 
77.8% over the last 12 months. 

However, 46% of care leavers aged between 18 and 21 were not in education, employment or 
training as of March 2019. This compares with the national average of 39%. National research 
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and Islington’s own findings shows that the low outcomes of care leavers are the result of a 
range of complex factors.  These include the impact of low attainment at the end of KS4, the 
number of children who enter care in later childhood, the significant social, emotional and 
mental health difficulties experienced by many young people as result of their trauma and 
adverse childhood experiences and the difficulties young people have in their transition to 
adulthood. iWork is working closely the Virtual School and College  Head to improve EET 
outcomes and there is an ambitious target to reduce the number of NEET care leavers to 30% 
within 12 months.

The key areas of work and development include:

1. Improve the effectiveness of the support provided by the Virtual College’s Education, 
Employment and Training Advisers. 
Oversight by the Virtual School Head of the work of the Education, Employment and Training 
Advisers has resulted in their work becoming more focussed and demonstrating impact. The 
introduction of EET Action Plans for NEET young people has given a structure and framework 
to the work they do with young people.  EET advisers have developed and improved their 
understanding of effective models of engagement with young people, for example using a 
coaching model of practice. 

2. Improving the knowledge and skills of Social Workers and Personal Advisers on to how to 
effectively support young people into learning, training or work.
A key element of the work includes upskilling those who work directly with care leavers, to 
ensure they have the knowledge and skills to be able support young people effectively. This 
upskilling recognises that employment and skills should be at the heart of a prevention and an 
early intervention response.  Work is on-going to improve the EET focus of Pathway Plans, so 
they become effective tools for enabling young people to progress into long term learning, 
training or work and achieve their goals. Professionals also increasingly recognise the 
importance of the therapeutic support and the need for young people to be supported in a 
holistic, trauma informed approach. Further work will be developed over the coming months as 
part council’s growth bid to improve employment outcomes of vulnerable young adults.

3. Early intervention at KS3 and KS4 to improve attainment and progression planning.
Low academic attainment at KS4 and a lack of clear progression planning are significant factors 
leading to the poorer outcomes of care leavers.  Furthermore, we know that early intervention 
is crucial for school age young people at-risk of becoming NEET. The Virtual School is 
addressing this issue.  At the beginning of the academic year the Virtual School rigorously 
reviews the support to pupils in year 9 and above.  The result of this review is an intensive 
focus by the Virtual School on pupils at risk of not achieving their expected level of attainment. 
This includes working with schools to promote the use of effective learning strategies for these 
pupils, working with carers to improve their support for pupils learning at home and 
encouraging high aspirations and targeted use of Pupil Premium for additional support.  In 
addition, the Virtual School works to ensure that all KS4 pupils are prioritised for careers 
advice, either from their schools or Islington’s Progress Team.

A high quality vocational approach for some young people also needs to be explored, 
specifically for children looked-after and care leavers who are unlikely to pursue an academic 
pathway in the longer term. The Virtual School and schools already have strong assessment 
data by year 10 which will indicate how well pupils are likely to be served by the academic 
pathway or vocational pathway.
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4. Developing employer engagement and implementing bespoke opportunities for care leavers. 
Successfully.
Developing engagement with employers is key to improve the opportunities for care leavers. 
Over the past 18 months a number of successful bespoke opportunities have been successfully 
developed for care leavers.  Much of this has been achieved by the Virtual School Head 
working in partnership with iWork and a number of employers and organsations such as; Go 
Forward, Arsenal in the Community and Spear to develop and promote education, employment 
and training opportunities for care leavers, particularly those who have been the hardest to 
engage. 

5. Supporting care leavers to raise their aspirations through increasing opportunities for 
mentoring and coaching. 
Targeted mentoring and coaching can play an important role in helping young people prepare 
for, and sustain work or training. For example, the Virtual School Head is now working with 
BIG Alliance to set up mentoring programmes for care leavers and this will be implemented in 
2020.

6. Developing pre-employment opportunities and apprenticeship opportunities for care leavers.
Appropriate pre-employment support is essential to ensure vulnerable young people can 
successfully enter the workplace.  In particular, a lack of functional skills is a barrier 
experienced by many care leavers and this issue will be addressed in the coming months The 
Virtual School has worked with services within the council and local employers to ensure they 
prioritise work placements, traineeships and apprenticeships for care leavers. The Care Leavers 
Local Offer has increased the financial support to care leavers to ensure that training and work 
are more attractive to care leavers. The Virtual School Head has sought to ensure that council 
apprenticeships are specifically targeted at care leavers. Further work in this area will be focus 
of the joint work between the Virtual School and College and the iWork Team.

4.8 Improving outcomes for vulnerable young people

Over the last four years we have supported 1,200 young adults into employment, but youth 
unemployment is a growing challenge in Islington. We now have the highest level of child 
poverty in London, standing at 47.5%. DWP statistics report 820 people aged 16-24 are 
claiming out of work benefits (November 2019), an increase from 550 in January 2018 and the 
highest level since 2014. IN addition, we know that many young unemployed young people do 
not claim out of work benefits, and our research suggests the true figure of unemployed young 
adults in Islington could be as many as 2,400.

Unemployment amongst our priority groups, including care leavers and those involved with the 
justice system, are a serious concern and current resource is insufficient to make a real impact. 
An employment and skills targeted prevention and intervention initiative, to support a 
successful transition into adulthood for young people that need our help the most, is now vital.

As part of a deep dive into the nature of youth unemployment in Islington, iWork has trialled 
estate- based youth employment support. The success of the initiative underlines that a 
community based approach is key to engaging ‘hard to reach’ young adults. We have also 
trialled providing employment coaching for young people supported by the Youth Offending 
Service, detailed above, which has highlighted the need for dedicated specialist expertise.
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To address a serious gap in provision, funding for a new in-house specialist resource of 
peripatetic youth employment and skills practitioners has been proposed to provide direct 
support to 16-25 year olds who are NEET. The offer will be a personalised blend of functional, 
vocational and employability skills delivered in relevant community and workplace settings. The 
new specialist resource will commence with a focus on cohorts including care leavers, those 
involved with the justice system, and unemployed and 18-25 year olds not engaged with 
council services, identified by youth and community partners.

This is an opportunity to take an integrated team LBI approach to address the EET needs of 
our vulnerable 16-25year olds. From the evidence we have gathered through recent deep dive 
research and practical pilots, the new programme will include:

 Consistent and on-going wrap around support 
 A strong employment, world of work and functional skills offer
 Upskilling of professionals working with young people to enable ‘employment 

conversations’ with young people and a more integrated approach across the council.  
 Community, estate based approaches that address local needs

The new resource will be co-designed with 16-25 year olds reflecting the cohorts the 
programme will be focussed on, in collaboration with community-based youth organisations. 
The resource we establish will also act as a catalyst for wider a cultural change by increasing 
expectations for vulnerable young peoples’ employment and skills outcomes. For example, the 
team will support existing targeted services by providing employment coaching CPD for 
frontline practitioners. Critical to the success of the initiative is stepping-up engagement with 
our anchor institutions and businesses, to create a cadre of local employers who want to play 
their part to give our vulnerable young adults the experiences the need to succeed at work.

We have already appointed an 18-25 employment coach who will provide intensive and 
aspirational employment support as part of the new team, and work is underway to plan the 
implementation of the new project from April 2020. 

Two new spaces have recently been identified within the borough for dedicated youth 
employment and skills support, enabled by GLA funding through the Good Growth Fund. The 
first is located at 48 Seven Sisters Road, and announcement of a provider is expected 
imminently. The second will be located within West Library, and youth consultation and 
coproduction will ensure both spaces have an offer that reflects the needs of local young 
people. 

5. Implications

5.1 Financial Implications:

Page 17



Page 12 of 13

The council has been awarded a grant of £60,000 across three years by the Richard Reeves 
Foundation starting in 2018/19. This grant is to provide expert support and guidance to six 
schools to train Careers Leaders, and support schools in working towards, and achieving the 
Quality in Careers Standard. Since the last update  on the Post 16 review, the Employment, 
Skills and Culture  division have had budget growth awarded for a peripatetic youth 
employment team for 2020/21 onwards, starting at £250k increasing to £323k in 2021/22.The 
report is not looking for any further growth and expect all activities to be met from the current 
budgeted resources.

5.2 Legal Implications:
The Council must secure sufficient suitable education and training provision for all young 
people in Islington who are over compulsory school age but under 19 or aged 19 to 25 and for 
whom an Education, Health and Care plan is maintained (Sections 15ZA and 18A of the 
Education Act 1996 and Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014). The Council has a duty 
to make available to all young people aged 13-19, and to those between 20 and 25 with 
special educational needs and disabilities, support that will encourage, enable or assist them to 
participate in education or training (Section 68 Education and Skills Act 2008). Educational 
institutions have a duty to provide information to the Council in order for the Council to deliver 
its section 68 duties (Section 72 Education and Skills Act 2008). The legislation provides the 
Council with additional data sharing powers in order to support it to deliver its section 68 duties 
(Sections 76 and 77 Education and Skills Act 2008). The Council must promote the effective 
participation in education and training of 16 and 17 year olds in Islington with a view to 
ensuring that they participate in education or training (Section 10 Education and Skills Act 
2008). The Council has a duty to make arrangements to identify 16 and 17 year olds who are 
not participating in education or training (Section 12 Education and Skills Act 2008). The 
Council should have due regard to the statutory guidance, Participation of young people in 
education, employment or training.

5.3 Environmental Implications and contribution to achieving a net zero carbon 
Islington by 2030:
No negative impacts are expected.

5.4 Resident Impact Assessment:

The council must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to eliminate 
discrimination, harassment and victimisation, and to advance equality of opportunity, and 
foster good relations, between those who share a relevant protected characteristic and those 
who do not share it (section 149 Equality Act 2010). The council has a duty to have due regard 
to the need to remove or minimise disadvantages, take steps to meet needs, in particular steps 
to take account of disabled persons' disabilities, and encourage people to participate in public 
life. The council must have due regard to the need to tackle prejudice and promote 
understanding.
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CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Review of Equalities in Educational Outcomes 2019/20

Draft Recommendations

Values, Aspirations and Relationships     

1. Islington Council should continue to support schools in developing their 
relationships with parents/carers to ensure school staff understand the 
communities they serve. School leaders may wish to explore the make-up of their 
communities in staff induction materials and staff and governor training sessions. 

2. Islington schools should revisit the aspirational values embedded in their work. 
Schools should be encouraged to reflect on whether their values and aspirations 
are meaningful for all of their communities, particularly those from 
underachieving groups. 

3. Islington schools should consider the identification of suitable role models and 
mentors to work with children and young people. It is important that role models 
and mentors are relatable to the borough’s different communities. 

Supporting children and young people’s wellbeing through the 
curriculum 

4. The Committee considers that the wellbeing of children and young people should 
be supported through the school curriculum. From September 2020 the new 
statutory health education curriculum will provide an opportunity for schools to 
reflect on how well they address pupil wellbeing through personal, social and 
health education (PSHE), including strategies for dealing with stress, sleeping 
and eating well. They should also aim to provide age-appropriate life skills 
lessons to support their personal development journey to adulthood. If possible 
and within school budgets, schools could consider appointing dedicated and 
specialist staff to support children and young people who would benefit most 
from such approaches. 

5. Islington Council should encourage schools to offer a broad, inclusive curriculum 
for all pupils up to Year 11, including the arts and digital and other technologies, 
to ensure that everyone can enjoy their learning and optimise their skills in order 
to progress to a successful adult life. A broad curriculum would  reflect the new 
Ofsted Framework for inspection and also support Islington Council initiatives 
such as 11 by 11 and the 100 hours of the World of Work. 
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6. As teachers are increasingly aware, and research studies confirm, setting pupils 
can contribute to feelings of segregation and lower aspirations for young people. 
We encourage Islington schools to further explore flexibility in groupings and 
consider minimising or removing setting where appropriate. Issues for 
consideration should include opportunities for movement between sets and/or  
how teachers are allocated to sets and year groups, to ensure the most effective 
use of teaching experience and expertise. Islington Council should help to raise 
awareness of the impact of setting through the Community of Schools and 
governor briefings.  

Developing school processes to offer the best support to children and 
young people 

7. Islington Council should support schools in developing clear strategies for raising 
the achievements of any underachieving group within their school, taking into 
account approaches identified as best practice within the Islington Community of 
Schools. Islington Council should also support governing bodies in their oversight 
of underachievement and equality issues. The Committee welcomes the work 
already underway to achieve this. 

8. Islington Council should continue to encourage schools to make best use of iTIPs 
and adopt other supportive approaches to understand the behaviour of children 
and young people. As far as possible, all school staff are encouraged to be 
trained on how to recognise and respond to symptoms of trauma in children, 
young people and their parents/carers. 

9. Islington Council should encourage schools to adopt behaviour policies that are 
underpinned by fairness, kindness, consistency and positivity. Behaviour policies 
should provide clear and succinct guidance to pupils, parents/carers and staff on 
what is and is not acceptable. 

10. Islington schools should review their staff appointments to ensure that, wherever 
possible and in all kinds of posts, these reflect local communities. Schools and 
the local authority should also review appointments to governing bodies to 
ensure that they reflect the borough’s communities.  

11. Best practice in supporting young people and their parents/carers across 
transitions should be shared throughout Islington’s Community of Schools. This 
should focus on all transitions from early years to post-16. This could include 
enabling staff to visit other education settings prior to transition, developing pupil 
resilience prior to transition and providing support for lower achieving and 
vulnerable pupils throughout and beyond the process. 
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Developing Council services 

12. Islington Council should continue to raise awareness of equalities issues among 
all staff through historical and local contextual information regarding specific 
communities and to provide unconscious bias and other relevant training to 
encourage fairness. 

13. Islington Council should review how it supports schools to use data related to 
Black, dual/mixed heritage groups of children and young people.  This may 
include using the data to plan a series of assemblies and school 
topics/educational experiences that reflect differences in self-definition and 
personal identity among this group; e.g. post-Windrush ‘Black Londoner’ or ‘Black 
British’ as opposed to the diaspora-related ‘Black Caribbean’. 

14. To improve outcomes to children and their families, Islington Council’s social care 
and early help services should further develop their interactions and work with 
schools. This could include engaging with schools to jointly review systems and 
processes to ensure they are as effective as possible for all parties. Islington 
Council should also consider if it can help to enhance the relationships between 
schools and key partner organisations, such as the Police and voluntary sector.
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